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The Function of the Deanery Synod Deanery

From “Deanery Synod Members’ Handbook” 2005 Edition

The functions of the Deanery Synod

(a) To consider matters concerning the Church of England and to make provision for such matters in relation to their
deanery and to consider and express their opinion on any other matters of religious or public interest, provided
that the functions referred to in this sub-paragraph shall not include the issue of any statement purporting to
declare the doctrine of the Church on any question.

(b) To bring together the views of the parishes of the deanery on common problems: to discuss and formulate
common policies on those problems; to foster a sense of community and inter-dependence among those parishes
and generally to promote in the deanery the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and
ecumenical.

(c) To make known and so far as appropriate put into effect any provision made by the Diocesan Synod.

(d) To consider the business of the Diocesan Synod and particularly any matters referred to that Synod by the General
Synod and to sound parochial opinion whenever they are required or consider it appropriate to do so.

(e) To raise such matters as the Deanery Synod considers appropriate with the Diocesan Synod.

(f) If the Diocesan Synod delegates to Deanery Synods functions in relation to parishes in their deaneries, the
Deanery Synod shall exercise those functions.

(g) Members of the Synod are called upon to attend in debates and participate in decisions on matters affecting the
Church at all levels and should endeavour to study the matters to be discussed at meetings and to be present so
that they can report on the debates and the decisions reached to the persons affected by them. In particular it is
the duty of members to report fully and regularly to the parochial church council and to church members
generally at the annual parochial church meeting.

Considering that these are the functions for which the Deanery Synod exists when preparing a programme of
meetings we might ask ourselves the following questions:

e Are there any matters of religious or public interest to which we should currently be giving consideration?

e Are there any problems common to us all that we might discuss and arrive at a consensus in relation to drawing
up a common policy?

¢ How might we better foster a sense of community and interdependence?

¢ What do we understand to be the mission of the church in relation to pastoral care, evangelism, social
engagement and ecumenical working?

e Are there currently any provisions made by Diocesan Synod which we should be putting into effect?
¢ Have any matters been referred to Deanery Synod by Diocesan Synod that we should be considering?
e Are there any matters we would like to raise with Diocesan Synod arising from the above?

¢ Are we fulfilling the functions delegated to Deanery Synod by Diocesan Synod (eg. Parish Share).

When drawing up agendas for Deanery Synod meetings the above questions should be considered by the Standing
Committee.
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